





 In this chapter, the writer discusses some important point related to 
research. Those are background of study, problem of study, objective of study, 
definition of key terms. 
 
 
1.1 Background of study 
Language is human system of communication that uses arbitrary signals, 
such as voice sounds, gestures, or written symbol, we can say that language is a 
method of human communication consisting of the use of words. All of human 
used language to communicate to each other and by using language, we can 
express our feeling too and show many things. We can say that language is an 
essential means of expression and communication among people.   
Wardhaugh (1986), also says that in case of communication, for a moment 
people often express a language freely, and they forget about cultures or norms. It 
means that a person can spell the language freely or use taboo words, for example 
when he is shy and angry. This happens because he or she forgets about culture 
and norms in force. Sometimes people express their feelings in any situation by 
filthy words not only in oral expression, but also in acts or behavior related to 
impolite one, and deemed taboo. The taboo words used when they feel shy, angry 
or being emotional. It is also uttered when someone does not like because of a 
certain behavior. Taboo is one way in which a society expresses its disapproval of 
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certain kinds of behavior language believed to be harmful to its members, either 
for supernatural reasons or because such behavior is held to violate a moral code 
(Wardhaugh, 1986, p. 230). 
 The term “taboo” comes from the Tongan tapu of Fijian tabu“prohibited”, 
“disallowed”, “forbidden” use of words and phrases that are generally considered 
inappropriate in certain contexts and introduced into English in the late 18
th
 
century by Captain James Cook. Culturally, socially unacceptable language can be 
like using the name of God in vain, calling people by names of private body parts, 
referring to body parts in a crude fashion and talking vulgar language. Taboo is a 
Tongan word which means acts that are be avoided or to forbidden. (The 
encyclopedia Americana, 1996,p. 207) 
Wardhaugh (1986, p. 230), states that tabooed subjects can vary widely: 
one’s mother in law, certain game animals, sex, death, excretion, bodily functions, 
religious matters, and the left hand (the origin of sinister).Further Timothy Jay 
(1996), states that taboo language has many categories, there are cursing, 
profanity, blasphemy, obscenity, sexual harassment, vulgar language, and name 
calling and insults. 
Taboo word in this era not only use to curse and express anger, now taboo 
words have already used to express solidarity, humor and often we found the 
taboo words are used to make a joke with friends. (Neel Burton, 2012). 
Sometimes male using taboo words to show his masculinity and show his 
courage. One of the phenomenon of taboo words can be seen from the practice of 
taboo words by parking attendant. Actually they have some reasons of using taboo 
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words in their conversation, they want to show their masculinity, sometimes they 
want to show their friendship and courage. They can use the taboo words to create 
an attention too and there are still many reasons according to them in using taboo 
in their daily life or daily conversation. 
As the previous explanation of the use of taboo word, the writer considers 
to find out how males that have different culture to each other using the taboo 
word. The researcher take the object from Malang Town Square parking area, so 
the data will be gathered by the researcher from parking attendant in Malang 
Town Square.  
Theoretically, this research is expected to be able applied sociolinguistics 
theory, especially on the use of taboo words in phenomena existing in our society 
like the object for this thesis. This thesis use parking attendant at Malang town 
square as the object of observation. Practically, this research is expected to open 
and offer another way in studying the sociolinguistic especially in taboo study. 
The significance of this study is to give contribution in developing the 
knowledge how to analyze taboo words in real life, not just in movie or in a 
written form. The result of this study can be useful for English Department 
student especially in analyzing sociolinguistic study with any different object. The 
writer hopes that this thesis can be reference or information for English 






1.2 Problems of study 
1. What are the types of taboo words performed by male (parking attendants 
in Malang Town Square)? 
2. What are the reasons of using taboo words by parking attendants in 
Malang town square? 
 
1.3 Objectives of the study 
1. To find out the type of taboo word and the variety of taboo words 
performed by parking attendants in Malang Town Square parking area. 
2. To identify the reasons of Malang Town Square parking attendants in 
using taboo word. 
 
1.4 Definition of key terms 
1. Taboo words : A part of social behavior in communicates 
between others to express particular emotion that 
can be seen as unacceptable action in 
communication (Wardhaugh, 2006). 
2. Parking Attendant : A person who works for a traffic control agency 
and who issues of tickets for parking violations. 
3. Matos : Matos stands for Malang Town Square. Matos is 
the one of bigmall or shopping center located on Jl. 
Veteran in Malang City, East Java. Matos is built 
in 2005 and having four floors. There are many 
facilitation that can be found in Matos, such as 
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timezone, matahari, KFC, Cinema 21, Hypermart, 
pizza hut, boston drugstore,and many more. 
